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Chronic Pain

SUMMARY: : The worker received a 10.5% PMI rating which he sought to have
increased on appeal to WCAT. The Tribunal raised the question of
whether he had chronic pain and invited submissions on that point. It
subsequently dismissed the appeal, deciding that the worker had chronic
pain which was not compensable under the Workers' Compensation
Act.

|SSUES: 1 Did WCAT err in raising and addressing the chronic pain issue?
2. Did WCAT err in failing to decide the question of whether the
10.5% PMI rating was adequate?

RESULT: Appeal alowed and matter remitted. WCAT did not err in raising the
chronic pain issue. However, WCAT’s conclusion that the worker suffers
from chronic pain does not address the issue of whether the 10.5% PMI
rating adequately reflects the compensable aspect of his permanent
medical impairment. The Tribunal committed reversible error in failing to
address thisissue.
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