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Summary: In February of 2004 following a trial, Nova Scotia Provincial Court
Judge A. Peter Ross convicted the respondent of sexually assaulting his
young daughter. In May of that year, he was sentenced to a term of
imprisonment of two years less one day, to be served in the community.
The Crown has now appealed that sentence maintaining that
institutional incarceration is required to properly achieve the statutory
objectives of denunciation and deterrence.

Issue: Did the trial judge commit reversible error by imposing a community
sentence in these circumstances?

Result: Appeal dismissed.  The trial judge properly directed himself on the
principles of sentencing and his disposition was not “clearly
inadequate” in the circumstances.
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