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Eyewitness identification — Unreasonable verdict —s.
686(1)(a)(i) Criminal Code of Canada

The soleissue at thetrial of the appellant, charged with
armed robbery, kidnapping and possession of a weapon for
a dangerous purpose, was identification. The testimony at
trial included eyewitness identification evidence by three
persons. Thetrial judge found that the appellant was the
person who committed the offences.

Whether the verdicts were unreasonable within the meaning
of s. 686(1)(a)(i) of the Criminal Code.

Appeal dismissed. Thetrial judge, who had cautioned
himself regarding the dangers of eyewitness identification,
carefully considered and weighed the evidence before him,
including certain aspects and discrepancies which gave him
concern. He did not ultimately rely upon the sheer number
of eyewitnesses to convict. Hisfinding that the appellant
was the person who committed the offences was not an
unreasonable verdict under s. 686(1)(a)(i).
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