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Summary: Parents appeal order placing their child in permanent care.

Issue: Did the judge err by failing to consider the parents’ plan for the
child; in finding that the Agency had provided adequate
services to the family; in relying upon past parenting conduct? 
Did the father receive effective assistance of counsel?

Result: Appeal dismissed.  Just prior to the birth of the child in
question, the parties had consented to an order that their four
older children be placed in the permanent care of the Agency. 
The child was apprehended at birth. The evidence in the former
proceeding formed part of the evidence before the court in the
new proceeding.  The judge properly related past parental
conduct to future care of the child, where, as here, the parents
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were resistant to remedial services and had not in any way
meaningfully addressed the significant parenting deficits that
led to the four older children being placed in permanent care. 
There was ample evidence that throughout this and the prior
proceeding the Agency had offered remedial services.  The
parents were unwilling to co-operate and, consequently, did not
benefit from the services offered.  The parents’ simplistic plan
in no way addressed the ongoing risks should the child be
placed in their care.  There is no merit to the father’s
submission that he was not adequately represented at trial.
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