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Subject: Family law, adoption

Summary: The chambers judge refused to grant an adoption to a single
mother because he determined it was not in the best interests of
the child that he do so. The child would not gain anything vis a
vis the mother by such an adoption but would lose the potential
for a relationship with and support from the father. The
evidence before the chambers judge was meagre.

Issue: Did the chambers judge err?
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Result: Appeal dismissed. The chambers judge focused on the best
interests of the child. He did not fail to give appropriate
consideration to the factors set out in s.3(2) of the Children
and Family Services Act, Stats. N.S.1990, c. 5. He did not
place too much emphasis on the child’s loss of a potential
relationship with and support from her father on the facts of this
case.
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