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SUMMARY: The solicitor was counsel of record for the plaintiff (respondent on the

appeal) in an action in the Supreme Court in Bankruptcy. He was then
appointed Registrar in Bankruptcy and the defendants (appellants on the
appeal) brought an application before the Supreme Court to have him
removed as counsel of record. The Chambers judge dismissed the
application.

ISSUE: May the Registrar in Bankruptcy serve as counsel in a matter before the
Supreme Court in Bankruptcy?

RESULT: The Court of Appeal allowed the appeal and declared that the solicitor could not
act as Registrar in Bankruptcy and as counsel in matters before the Supreme
Court in Bankruptcy. The Court had jurisdiction to intervene where the
reasonable perception of the integrity of the administration of justice is adversely
affected by counsel continuing to act. The Registrar has both judicial and
administrative responsibilities in relation to matters before the Supreme Courtin
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Bankruptcy and a reasonable, fair minded and informed person would inevitably
conclude that the Registrar, when acting as counsel in a matter before the Court,
stood in a position of special influence.
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