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Summary: A young person pled guilty to assault and was sentenced to nine
months probation with conditions. The Youth Court judge indicated
that a conditional discharge was not an appropriate sentence because it
was contrary to the public interest. An appeal to the Summary
Conviction Appeal Court was dismissed.

Issues: What are the appropriate principles of sentencing applicable to a
conditional discharge pursuant to the Youth Criminal Justice Act?
What was the appropriate sentence in this case?

Result: The appeal was allowed and a conditional discharge was substituted.
The Youth Court judge and the Summary Conviction Appeal Court
judge erred in finding that the requirements for an absolute discharge,
that it be in the best interest of the young person and in the public
interest, were applicable to a conditional discharge.
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