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Summary: The Knickles’ property assessment jumped substantially from
2003 ($146,500) to 2004 ($235,800).  They appealed to the
Regional Assessment Appeal Court which confirmed the new
assessment.  On their further appeal to the URB, the Director of
Assessment presented evidence which supported an even higher
value ($319,000).  In a lengthy decision the Board rejected the
evidence of value presented by the appraiser on behalf of the
Director.  The Board fixed the assessed value at $58,190.

Issue: Did the Board err in law by finding that neither party bears the
burden of proof in assessment appeals?  Did the Board further err
by raising and deciding the burden of proof without notice to the
parties?

Result: The Board erred at law in concluding that the burden of proof was
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other than on the appellants; in denying the parties natural justice
by raising the issue of the burden of proof without notifying them
that it was a matter in issue; and in conducting the assessment
appeal is other than a traditional adjudicative process.  Appeal
allowed and appeal remitted to the URB.  
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