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Summary: In proceedings before the Securities Commission, the
appellants sought to have certain motions pertaining to the
integrity of the investigation against them heard in advance of
the hearing of allegations that they had breached the Act.  The
Commissioner decided against bifurcation of the hearing of
their motions and the allegations against them. 

Issue: Whether the Commissioner erred by deciding not to hear the
complaints in the motions about the investigation in advance
of the hearing on the allegations.  If so, whether the
proceedings before the Commission should be stayed.
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Result: Appeal dismissed.  Section 150(aat) of the Act authorizes the
Commission to prescribe procedures or practices to be
followed in the matters before it.  When the motions are heard
is a procedural question.  Moreover, an examination of the
record and Commissioner’s decision does not demonstrate
that he foreclosed the possibility that he would hear and
determine their motions in advance of any hearing of the
allegations, or that he would disregard the issues surrounding
the integrity of the investigation.   
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