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Subj ect: Conviction for impaired driving - unreasonable verdicts
Summary: Mr. Francis was seen driving into the oncoming traffic

lane and almost losing control as his truck made a turn.
He failed to stop when a police officer activated the siren.
The officer noticed a strong smell of alcohol, and that
Mr. Francis had slurred speech, lethargy and confusion.
The Provincial Court convicted Mr. Francis of impaired
driving contrary to s. 253(a) of the Criminal Code. The
Summary Conviction Appeal Court held that the verdict
was not unreasonable, and dismissed Mr. Francis appeal.
Mr. Francis appealed to the Court of Appeal.

| ssue: Did the Summary Conviction Appeal Court err by ruling
that the conviction was not an unreasonabl e verdict?



Result: The Court of Appeal dismissed the appeal. The
Summary Conviction Appeal Court judge did not err in
the application of the tests that govern whether the
verdict was unreasonable.
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