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SUBJECT: Permanent Care under the Children and Family Services
Act, S.N.S. 1990, c.  5 (“CFSA”)

SUMMARY: Parents alleged that in ordering permanent care the judge erred
in refusing to recuse herself; erred in not adjourning to permit
them to retain substitute counsel after they had each dismissed
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counsel; erred in making a permanent care order outside the
statutory time limits, and failed to order full disclosure.

ISSUE: Did the judge err in process in ordering permanent care of the
three children?

RESULT: Appeal dismissed.  Parents had dismissed counsel and
indicated their intent to self-represent despite the judge’s
repeated cautions not to do so.  All other matters of process
without substance.  Fact specific.
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