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SUBJECT: Workers’ Compensation - Medical Aid Benefit - s. 71(1) Workers’
Compensation Act

SUMMARY: The Workers’ Compensation Appeals Tribunal (WCAT) reversed a Board
decision, and that of a Hearing Officer, and awarded disability benefits to
the worker.  WCAT also granted medical aid under s. 71(1) of the Act. 
The Board does not appeal the decision awarding disability benefits, but
appeals the granting of medical aid.  The Board claims that WCAT had
no jurisdiction to grant medical aid, submitting that the granting of medical
aid is in the sole discretion of the Board.

RESULT: Appeal dismissed.

1. The denial of disability benefits to the worker was the reason
why medical aid was refused by the Claims Adjudicator and the
Hearing Officer;

2. WCAT reversed that decision and awarded disability benefits to
the worker;

3. The provisions of the Act respecting appeals from the Hearing
Officer to WCAT include broad powers of review;

4. Notwithstanding that the Board was aware - through the notice
of appeal - that the issue of medical aid would be dealt with by
WCAT in this case, the record discloses no objection, by the
Board, to WCAT’s jurisdiction at that time.
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