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Summary: The judge hearing an application to place the appellant’s two
children in the permanent care of the agency without access
reserved his decision and issued his order and written reasons
after expiry of the time limit for the total duration of
disposition orders under the CFSA.  The appellant appealed.
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Issues:  1. Did the judge lose jurisdiction to proceed or err in law by
virtue of exceeding the time limits?

2.  Did the judge err in failing to order access?

Result: Appeal dismissed.  The judge did not lose jurisdiction as he
exceeded the time limit in order to complete his determination
of what was in the best interests of the children.  He did,
however, err in law by failing to determine that the extension of
time was in the children’s best interests and by failing to
constrain the length of the extension according to the principles
in the CFSA.  However, appellate intervention was not
justified in the circumstances of this case.  As for the judge’s
refusal to order access, the judge made no reviewable error.
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