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The appellant and a man were in bed when she stabbed him in
the back. The trial judge rejected her argument that she had
acted in self-defence, and found her guilty of assault causing
bodily harm. The appellant appeals from conviction.

(@)  Whether the judge erred in his application of the law of
self-defence to the facts as found; and

(b)  Whether he erred in his application of the law of
consent in the sexual assault context.

Appeal allowed and new trial ordered. Statements in the
judge’s reasons were more than simply “confusing” or “poor
expression.” They show that he erred in his application of the
law of self-defence and the law of consent. His errors had a
critical effect on his assessment of whether the act the
appellant committed was reasonable in the circumstances and,
therefore, on the verdict.
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