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Subject: Validity of guilty plea

Summary: In Provincial Court, the appellant’s lawyer entered a guilty
plea on his behalf to a charge of procuring a person for sexual
services. On appeal, the appellant challenges his conviction
on the basis his plea was not valid and gave rise to a
miscarriage of justice. He says he did not instruct counsel to
plead guilty, and the plea was entered against his express
wishes. In the alternative, the appellant argues that the plea
was not voluntary nor informed.

Issues: An invalid plea will give rise to a miscarriage of justice. As
such, the central issue for determination was whether the
appellant’s plea was unequivocal, voluntary and informed.

Result: Appeal dismissed. The plea was valid. It was unequivocal,
voluntary and informed. The appellant’s conviction did not




result in a miscarriage of justice.
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