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Subject:  Criminal Law; dangerous offender application, request to 

extend remand time to complete assessment 

Summary: 

 

A court cannot impose a dangerous (or long-term) offender 

designation without an expert assessment. This is achieved by 

remanding the offender to the appropriate psychiatric facility 

for a period not to exceed 60 days. In this matter, a remand 

was ordered but the 60-day time limit passed without the 

assessment being completed. The Crown appeals the 

sentencing judge’s refusal to extend that deadline. 

Issue:  Did the judge commit reversible error by denying the Crown’s 

request to extend the remand time in order to complete the 

assessment? 

Result:  Appeal dismissed. There was no need to interfere with the 

judge’s discretionary decision to deny the extension. 
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