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Summary: The appellant suffers from a progressive neurological disease

which he relates to a fall in 2005, when working as a mail
carrier, he slipped and fell striking his back and head on the
ground. He ceased working in October, 2009 and
subsequently sought workers’ compensation benefits. He was
denied benefits by a Case Manager, Hearing Officer and
finally, WCAT on the basis that his neurological condition
was not related to his fall in 2005. The appellant appeals
arguing WCAT misapplied the legal burden he had to meet to
prove causation.

Issues: Did WCAT err in law by misapprehending the medical
evidence such that it required or came to accept, a burden of



proof based on something akin to scientific certainty?

Result: Appeal dismissed. WCAT did not miss or misapprehend the
medical evidence. It properly considered and evaluated the
evidence in coming to its conclusion. It committed no error in
the manner in which it applied the law or analyzed the
evidence which led to its conclusion that the necessary causal
link between the worker’s claim for benefits and his 2005
workplace injury had not been established.
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