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SUBJECT: Criminal Law - Language Rights under the Criminal Code of
Canada, R.S.C. 1985, c. C-46 - unreasonable verdict

SUMMARY: The appellants were convicted of criminal harassment and
mischief.  The appellants appealed unsuccessfully to the summary
conviction appeal court.  They sought leave to appeal to the Court
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of Appeal arguing that: (i) the convictions were unreasonable; (ii) a
police search had been unlawful and unreasonable; (iii) their
language rights under the Criminal Code had not been respected;
(iv) the trial had been unreasonably delayed; (v) the proceedings
were an abuse of process; and (vi) the trial judge was biased. 

ISSUES: Should leave to appeal be granted and the appeal allowed?

RESULT: Leave to appeal granted but appeal dismissed.  The verdicts were
not unreasonable and the trial judge had conducted the proceedings
in a fair and appropriate manner.  There had not been unreasonable
delay and there was no evidence to support the appellants’ position
that the proceedings were an abuse of process. There was no basis
to interfere with the trial judge’s conclusion, affirmed by the
summary conviction appeal court that the search was lawful.
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