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Summary: While investigating the appellants for drug-related offences,
then R.C.M.P. Officer Daniel Ryan kept a dark secret. In fact he
was a drug dealer, breaking the very laws that he was sworn to
uphold. 

When Ryan's wrongdoings came to light, the R.C.M.P.
comprehensively reviewed all his files. This included
investigations involving the twelve appellants. Their ultimate
convictions have led to these present appeals.  The review
concluded that the Crown's case against each appellant rested on
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evidence obtained through the execution of search warrants
which in turn were issued on the strength of either fabricated or
unreliable information that Ryan had provided.

Upon being made aware of these revelations, the Crown
promptly notified the appellants and offered support to see the
convictions quashed; thus their appeals to this court.

Issue: Should (a) the convictions be quashed, and (b) the proceedings
be stayed?

Result: Being unaware of this police corruption, each appellant’s right
to a full answer and defence was breached. In these exceptional
circumstances, quashing the convictions and staying all the
proceedings represents the only viable outcome.

This information sheet does not form part of the court’s judgment.  Quotes
must be from the judgment, not this cover sheet.  The full court judgment
consists of 12 pages.


