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Subject: Workers’ Compensation

Summary: Workers’ Compensation Board withheld benefits from worker
because in 1991 the worker had received a settlement of his law
suit in Texas against his employer. His award was made in 1989
under the former Workers’ Compensation Act.

Issue: Does s. 32 of the current Workers’ Compensation Act (1996)
entitle the WCB to withhold payment of a 1989 continuing award
because of the workers’ 1991 receipt of settlement funds from his
employer?

Result: Section 32 of the 1996 Act applies only to workers who had a right
of action on or after the Act came into force. Section 32 does not
apply to a right of action which was settled in 1991. The Workers’
Compensation Board was not entitled to withhold payment.
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