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| ssue: Duty of parentsand “guardians’ to provide child support and a contribution to
special expenses. Apportionment of special expenses between parents and
guardians.

Summary:  Theguardians had de facto custody of a child 18 months after hisbirth
(February16 1996). They applied for custody in 2005 and the matter was
adjourned without date after numerous court appearances. I|n November of
2010 the guardians applied for child support and special expensesfor
orthodontic treatment.

Result: Asaremedial solution the custody application was brought forward by the

Court. It wasin the child’s best interest that custody be granted to the

guardians as of 2005. The parentsdid not opposethis. Child support
was ordered to be paid by the parents as per the child support tables.
Thisdid not amount to excessive child support because of the parent’s
minimal income.



Special expenses wer e apportioned three wayswith the guardians being
required to pay for the child’s contribution (see section 7(2) of the N.S. Child
Maintenance Guidelines).

Asaresult of the parties being unrepresented the Court provided them with a
payment schedule.
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