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Legislation: Children and Family Services Act, S.N.S. 1990, c.5,
Maintenance and Custody Act, R.S.N.S. 1989, c. 160

Summary:  The Minister of Community Services had commenced a protection proceeding
because the conflict between the parents presented a risk of emotional harm to the child. The child
was diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder but was high functioning. The Minister was faced
with the time limitations under the Act and considered the best plan for the child would be a
termination of its” proceeding and a variation of the previous shared parenting arrangement to
place the child in the Mother’s custody and primary care with specific every second weekend
access to the Father. The Father requested a return to the previous parenting arrangement. The
court concluded the previous arrangement would lead to continuing conflict between the parties.
The court ordered a very detailed parenting plan in which the Mother was to have custody and
primary care. The Father’s access was to be every second weekend and one Thursday overnighton
the week when he did not have weekend access. Holiday time was determined as were issues
relating to pick up and drop off, transportation responsibility, exchange of information and
communication.
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