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Family law; custodyand access

The parties had separated in 2012 and now lived in different
towns. They had a shared parenting arrangement pursuant to a
consent interim order. However, the sonwas about to start
school, and it was necessary to determine where he would
attend school. There was a history of disputes around custody
and access, and child protection authorities had been called by




the mother on several occasions, but found no concerns
justifying intervention.

Issue: What was the appropriate custody and access order?

Result: While both parents could provide a suitable primary home for
the child, and the mother was better able to provide full-time
child care, the court concluded that his primary home should
be with his father. The child had strong family connections
and friends in the father’s town, and the father was the parent
more likely to foster the relationship between the child and the
other parent.
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