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Subject: Family Law

Issue: Impact of alleged agreement on retroactive support claim.
Retroactive child support.

Result: Parents are not permitted to barter away child support.  No agreement 
because no consensus ad idem, no disclosure, no independent legal advice,
and power imbalance.

Retroactive child support of $17,000 awarded where mother had 
reasonable excuse for failing to bring an application earlier; where father 
acted in a blameworthy fashion; where mother had a past and present need 
for child support; and where father could pay retroactive award over time.
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