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Subj ect: Domestic Violence I ntervention Act

Summary:  Application for areview of an Emergency Protection Order issued pursuant to the
Domestic Violence I ntervention Act.

| ssue: Should an Emergency Protection Order have been granted in the circumstances of
this case?
Result: TheDomestic Violencel ntervention Act isan extraordinary pieceof legislationin

that it allows a Justice of the Peace to grant significant remedies to an Applicant
without any notice to, evidence from or representations from the Respondent. The
legidlation is designed to deal with urgent situations which requireimmediate relief
in order to protect against domestic violence. The fact that domestic violence has
occurred isnot, in itself, sufficient reason to grant an Emergency Protection Order.
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In order to grant such an Order, the Justice of the Peace must be satisfied that
domestic violence has occurred and that the Order should be made forthwith.

Thefactsof thiscasedid not support the granting of an Emergency Protection Order.
After considering the totality of the evidence, the Court was not satisfied that the
facts that existed justified an emergency intervention. Accordingly, the Court
ordered the termination of the Emergency Protection Order.
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