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LIBRARY HEADING
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Subjects: Small Claims appeal; conversion and ownership; delayed report
Summary: Corporation that claimed ownership of truck repossessed it. Adjudicator
found its agent liable for conversion and dismissed claim to ownership as
irrelevant. This court delayed for nearly ayear notifying the adjudicator
of appeal. Adjudicator delayed another year preparing areport.
| ssues: (1) Whether ownership irrelevant?
(2) Whether order should be set aside because of delay filing report?
Result: (1) In acase in which thereis no question of a bailment onterms, it is

necessary to determine which party has the immediate right to possession;
(2) Thefailure of the prothonotary to send the notice of appeal, as required
by Regulation 22, and the failure of the adjudicator to file areport before
the deadlinein s. 32(4) do not automatically terminate jurisdiction.
However, when delay is so long that parties and public lose confidence in
the report as alimited substitute for arecord, there is a breach of the duty
of fairness. Order set aside. Rehearing is necessary.
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