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Subject: Criminal law, Summary Conviction Appeal

Summary: Appeal from acquittal of accused on charge of assault causing
bodily harm in circumstances of consensual fight.  Complainant
suffered bodily harm and trial judge found that no such harm
was intended by accused.  He also held that crown had to prove
intention to cause bodily harm before conviction would enter.

Issue: Was trial judge’s conclusion about accused’s intention
reasonable and did he apply proper legal test on issue of his
intention.

Result: Appeal dismissed.  The trial judge’s conclusion about accused’s
intention was reasonable.  He also applied proper legal test
when he required crown to prove that the accused intended to
cause bodily harm when he struck complainant.  His rejection
of crown argument that it only had to prove objective
forseeability of bodily harm was proper. 
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