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Judge: The Honourable Justice Frank Edwards

Heard: September 22 - 24, 2008, in Port Hawkesbury, Nova Scotia

Subject: real property - authenticity of deed; expert evidence on
handwriting comparison and analysis.

Facts: The Plaintiffs asserted that the Defendants’ claim to the subject
property was based upon a forged deed.  Both sides called
expert handwriting evidence to support their respective
positions.

Issue: Whether the Plaintiffs had proven on a balance of probabilities
that the deed in question was a forgery.
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Result: The Plaintiffs failed to prove on a balance of probabilities that
the questioned signature was a forgery.  After assessing the
evidence of the two handwriting experts, the Court was satisfied
that the Defendants’ expert demonstrated that the questioned
signature was probably genuine.  The Plaintiffs’ action was
dismissed with costs to the Defendants.
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