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Subject: Family Law

Issues: The Agency sought a permanent care order with no provision for access
because the child suffered from post traumatic stress disorder, reactive
attachment disorder, psychophysiological insomnia, and encopresis
because of the neglect and prolonged exposure to conflict, which the child
experienced while in the care of the mother and stepfather.  The biological
father had no relationship with the child because the mother had prevented
access from occurring approximately five years earlier. The Agency
supported the plan of the foster mother to adopt the child.  The father
requested that the child be placed in his care after a period of
reintroduction because there were no child protection issues within his



household.

Result: The plan of the Agency was rejected as not being in the best interests of
the child because of the inability of the foster mother to supervise and
protect the child adequately.  The child would be placed in the care of the
father after a period of reintroduction in the best interests of the child.
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