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Criminal Law, counselling murder contrary to s. 464(a) of the
Criminal Code of Canada; the defence of duress.

The accused was charged with counselling an undercover police
officer to commit the offence of murder against her husband,
which offence was not committed, contrary to s. 464(a) of the
Criminal Code of Canada. The defence admitted the Crown
had established a prima facie case. The only issue for
determination at trial was whether the common law defence of
duress was available to the accused.

Did the common law defence of duress apply?



Result: The common law defence of duress applied. The evidence
established the elements of the defence to the requisite standard.
The accused was acquitted.
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