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Subject:   Sentencing for the offence of discharging a firearm within intent to wound
or endanger life (s.244) and related offences - joint recommendation on sentencing.

Summary: The offender entered a plea of guilty to two counts of discharging a
firearm with intent to wound or endanger life, unauthorized possession of a firearm
in a motor vehicle and breach of probation.  An agreed statement of facts was
provided whereby the offender admitted shooting at two individuals who had
surrounded his car in a parking lot outside a bar.  One of these individuals was struck
in the throat and seriously wounded and will require further surgery to maintain his
ability to speak.  
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Counsel presented a joint recommendation that the offender be sentenced to a term of
imprisonment of six years (less credit for time served on remand on a 2 for 1 basis),
together with corollary orders authorizing the taking of a DNA sample and imposing
a weapons prohibition ban under s. 109(2).  

Issue:   Whether joint recommendation should be accepted as a fit and proper
sentence.

Result: The joint recommendation fell within the acceptable range of sentencing
outcomes for the subject crimes under the guidance of the case authorities which the
court was referred to.  The joint recommendation was therefore accepted by the court,
resulting in a further term of imprisonment of 42 months from the sentencing date
onward.
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