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The Nova Scotia Public Prosecution Service made an
application in Special Chambers to quash seven Crown
Attorney subpoenas authorized for issuance by the Hearing
Panel in The Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society v. Lyle Howe.
The parties to the proceeding, Lyle Howe and the Nova Scotia
Barristers Society, opposed the application. In particular, Mr.
Howe argued the Hearing Panel was in lawful exercise of its
authority when it authorized the subpoenas to be issued. The




Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society, in addition to arguing that
absent exceptional circumstances the Court should refrain
from intervening in an interlocutory decision of the Hearing
Panel, took the position that (argued by way of a preliminary
motion) that the application was premature.

Issue: Was the PPS’s application premature?

Result: The Court determined that the PPS’s concerns have yet to
manifest themselves and it remains to be seen if they will.
The matter for which the PPS seeks judicial intervention is not
ripe and the Court therefore declined their request for judicial
intervention.
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