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Subject:  Allegation of negligence by failing to take adequate safety precautions
to properly secure avessel moored at awharf in Halifax Harbour during
Hurricane Juan — September, 2003.

Summary: The de-commissioned war-time Corvette Sackville was moored to its
berth next to the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic. The Sackville had
no power (i.e., a“dead ship”). The sailing / motor vessel Larindawas
tied up next to the Sackville. At the height of Hurricane Juan, the
Sackville's lines either parted or paid out allowing it to strike the
Larinda, holing it and causing it to sink. After being raised, the Larinda
was sold for salvage. Theownersof the Larindasued for itsalmost total
loss.

| ssue: (1) On liability, whether the defendant Trust took all reasonable
measures in the circumstances to secure Sackville in anticipation
of the hurricane; and, if not

(2) What is an appropriate measure of damages.



Result: Theplaintiff failed to provethat the mooring arrangement used to secure
the Sackville was inadequate. The defendant took all reasonable and
necessary precautionsintheface of the pending hurricane and hencewas
not negligent. Inthe event the Court ismistaken ontheissue of liability,
damages based on the estimated val ue of the stricken vessel and the costs
incurred to refloat it less its salvage value were assessed and pre-
judgment interest added.

THISINFORMATION SHEET DOES NOT FORM PART OF THE COURT'S DECISION.
QUOTESMUST BE FROM THE DECISION, NOT THISLIBRARY SHEET.



