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Subject: Probate - Claim against Estate - Unjust Enrichment
and Quantum Meruit

Summary: A nephew claimed against his aunt’s estate for the value of services 
provided to her.  The nephew said he was promised he would receive 
her real property upon her death in exchange for his assistance to her. 
No provisions was made for nephew in deceased’s will.

Issue: Did the claimant have a claim on the basis of unjust enrichment or 
quantum meruit?

Result: Claim dismissed.  The claimant exaggerated the work he did for his
aunt.  The aunt offered to pay him for the work he did.  A niece was
the person looking after the deceased during the last years of the
deceased’s life.

Although the claimant provided services to the deceased and had a 
corresponding deprivation there was a juristic reason for the 
clamant’s actions - a donative intent. The claimant did not have a 
claim based on unjust enrichment.  Nor on the facts was there a claim 
of quantum  meruit.
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