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The Honourable Associate Chief Justice Lawrence |. O’Neil
October 14, 2016 at Halifax, Nova Scotia

Is a person, not deemed a parent by the Minister of Community Services,
entitled to notice of an adoption proceeding and therefore, an opportunity
to challenge the Minister’s conclusion that she/he is not a parent? Is
that person’s consent for an adoption required?

The Applicants propose to adopt pursuant to an adoption agreement
between the Minister of Community Services and the child’s biological
mother. The record does not reveal what knowledge, if any, the child’s
father has of the child’s birth or the adoption proceeding. The issue is
whether the court should be concerned about the process being followed
by the Department of Community Services. More precisely, has the
Department of Community Services, in the subject circumstances,
complied with the applicable notice requirements that pertain to biological
parents.
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