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Admissibility of documents seized from accused’s prison cell.

Accused agreed to write details of his crime to provide to his
cellmate, who was writing a book about his prison experiences.
During the course of a general prison search for a weapon the
writings were found in a tube of similar size and shape as the
weapon. Writings addressed to cellmate. Accused claiming
solicitor-client privilege and Charter violations relating to the
search.




Issues: Were the writings protected by solicitor-client privilege? Were
there violations of s. 7, 8 and 11(d) of the Charter and, if so,
should the evidence be excluded under s. 24(2)?

Result: Documents found to be part of a book draft, not for a lawyer
and not solicitor/client privileged. No Charter violation as
search conducted according to Corrections Act and reduced
expectation of privacy in prison cell.
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