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Summary: The appellant was convicted of refusal in response to

demand for blood sample under s. 254(3) of the Criminal
Code. He argued that refusal was the result of request
for information needed in order to provide informed
medical consent.



Issue: Do the elements of the offence of refusal to provide a
blood sample under s. 254(3) include proving that
information needed to provide informed consent had
been given to the accused?

Result: The Court rejected the argument that medical consent
was an element of the offence requiring proof by the
Crown. It concluded that this issue could arise as part of
a defence that there was a reasonable excuse for refusal.
The trial judge’s conclusion that excuse not established
on the evidence was reasonable.
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