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Subject: Admissibility of videotaped statement given to police by person in
custody.   

Summary: The accused was arrested following an armed standoff with police and
was subsequently charged with abduction of a child contrary to a custody order,
unlawful confinement, obstruction of police and a series of related firearm offences. 
He was taken to the police station and informed of his Charter rights and the standard
police caution.  He was then interrogated by police until approximately 3 o’clock the
next morning, near the end of which he provided the police with incriminating
information.  The Crown requested a voir dire to determine the admissibility of this
statement at trial.  
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Issue:   Voluntariness under common law of the statement given by the accused to
the police.  

Result:   After a review of the principles articulated by the Supreme Court of Canada
in R. v. Oickle [2000] 2 S.C.R. 3, a case in which the court ruled on the common law
limits on police interrogation, a finding was made that the Crown had satisfied the
burden of proving beyond a reasonable doubt the voluntariness of the statement given
by the accused to the police. 
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