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Subject: Misrepresentation – Validity of Land Deed – Burden of Proof 

Summary: 
This case is now almost 9 years in coming to trial.  It involves 

a claim by Carl Smith, (“Mr. Smith”), that a Quit Claim Deed 

(the “Deed”) granted to Lester Ronald Beals, (“Lester Beals”), 

in April of 1991 should be declared invalid, ineffective and 

void.  The principal allegation by Mr. Smith is that the Deed 



 

 

was obtained under false pretenses by Lester Beals.  Lester 

Beals died in 1997. 

 

Issues: (1) Was the Deed in Question obtained by fraudulent 

misrepresentation? 

 

Result: Deed found to be valid as the burden of proving otherwise had 
not been met. 
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