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Summary: Two plaintiffs brought an action against the defendant Health Authority
and a former employee alleging the employee had inappropriately accessed their
private health records.  One of the plaintiffs was also an employee of the Health
Authority whose employment was governed by the terms of a Collective Agreement. 
The defendants sought summary judgment in relation to the plaintiff Gidney, arguing
her dispute was exclusively governed by the Collective Agreement, and as such this
Court did not have jurisdiction.

Issue: Should motions be granted? 



Result: Motions dismissed.  After considering Webber v. Ontario Hydro [1995] 2
S.C.R. 929 and the authorities arising therefrom, the Court concluded the “essential
character” of the dispute did not arise from the Collective Agreement, rather from the
patient-hospital relationship. 
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