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Applicationfor an Order inthe nature of certiorari quashing adecision of the Social
Assistance Appeal Board.

The Respondent is arecipient of social assistance benefits under the Employment
Support and Income Assistance Act. In the spring of 2005, the Respondent
contacted her income assistance caseworker asking for assistance with the cost of
an education program for her son aswell as assistance with the cost of transportation
to and from the program. She presented her application asa* specia needs’ request
under thesaid Act. The Respondent’ srequest for funding was not approved and the
Respondent eventually requested an appeal before the Social Assistance Appeal
Board. The Board allowed the appeal but failed in its decision to set out the facts
found by the Board and the reasons for its decision as required by the said Act.

Whether the Board’ s failure to make findings of fact and failure to give reasons for
its decision constituted areversible error.

Section 13 of the Employment Support and Income Assistance Act places an
obligation onthe Social Assistance Appeal Board to determinethefactsof acaseand
decide, on the basis of those facts, whether the decision being appealed is in
compliance with the said Act and its Regulations. Further, the same section
provides that a decision of the Board shall contain the facts as found by the Board
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and, inter alia, the reasons for the Board' s decision.

On any standard of review, the failure of the Social Assistance Appeal Board to
adequately state its findings of facts and to provide reasons for its decision in the
face of a statutory obligation to do so isareversible error. The application for an
Order inthe nature of certiorari quashing the decision of the Board was granted and
the matter was remitted back to the Board for a rehearing before a differently
constituted Board.
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