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Subj ect:

Summary:

Oral agreement for sale of land, equitableinterest in land, bona
fide purchaser for value without notice.

Aunt of plaintiff purchased a housein 1986. The plaintiff and
her family moved into the house and paid rent until 1989. The
plaintiff made renovationsto the property and claimed she had
an agreement with her aunt (oral contract) to purchasethe
property or, in the alternative, that she had acquired an
equitableinterest in the property because of her dealingswith
her aunt. The aunt conveyed the property to her brother, the
defendant, on June 8, 2001. The plaintiff sued the defendant
claiming she had an oral contract with her aunt and, in the



| ssue:

Result:

alternative, because of her dealingswith her aunt she had an
equitableinterest and sought remediesincluding a conveyance of
the property to her and reimbursement for renovations made to
the property.

Wastherean oral contract?

Doesthe plaintiff have an equitableinterest in the property?
Wasthe defendant a bona fide purchaser for value without
notice of the equitable interest.

No oral contract. The defendant was a bona fide purchaser for
value without notice of the equitable interest and therefore
received legal titleto the property by deed.
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