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Summary: The parties had been married for seven years and have a six year old
daughter. The wife was unemployed with little prospect of finding
remunerative employment in Nova Scotia given her education and
training. She wished to return to her parents home in Missouri, United
States of America to pursue further education. The child had travelled
frequently with the mother to her  parent’s home in  Missouri and she
was familiar with the community and the mother’s extended family. 
The husband’s income was limited and although his parents were
supportive, they had a strained relationship with the wife. The
husband was an initiator of domestic violence and there was a
likelihood of continuing conflict between the parties. 



Issue: What custodial/access arrangement was in the best interest of the
child?
Should the child be permitted to move with the wife to Missouri if
granted custody?

Result: The child was placed in the sole custody of the wife. The wife could
take the child with her to Missouri. The husband’s access was
conditional upon his entering into and continuing counselling with a
qualified therapist.
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